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improvements In the form of Government aid for the
Pacific Railway. Finally, the Republicans Insured victorj
by offering to the West the long-withheld bribe of free
land.
In the jockeying for position that had been going on
between North and South throughout the last generation, 11
was clearly seen that either section could buy the support
of the West by the free distribution of public land. Since
the time of John Q. Adams, no leader had refrained from
this distribution for high-minded motives. The South
had refrained because it feared the growth of new free
States, the North because free land would raise the cost oi
labour. In the fifties, however, the rapid growth of
Industrialism led to the first serious labour troubles the
country had known. Northern manufacturers were fright-
ened at the threat of militant trade unionism, and distribu-
tion of the public property seemed the cheapest way out.
So a free-homestead act was promised, and in the campaign
of 1860 the battle cry In the West was "vote yourself a
farm"; In the East It was "vote yourself a tariff." The
alliance of the East with the upper Mississippi Valley was
now complete. The railways had begun it, binding these
two sections together, and weakening the natural alliance
of agrarian West and South which had been the foundation
of Jacksonlan Democracy and which had held even after
leadership In the Democratic Party passed to the Southern
plantation-owners. Opposition to the spread of slavery
helped unite the North-East and North-West, and the
promise of the Homestead Act completed the process.
The South was isolated and in a minority.
In   choosing   Its   candidate   for   the   Presidency,   the
Republican Party passed over Senator Seward, its most
prominent leader, because he was too much identified with
the anti-slavery agitation.    It was important to keep the
party from being tainted with abolitionist doctrines, for
not even the bait of Hamiltonlanism would win Northern
business ^ men  to a party that proposed such wholesale
coaEscation of property.    Lincoln's record in the slave
was clear and satisfactory.   He would tolerate no
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